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^ ASSAS SINATION OF THE PHESIDEMT ^ 

Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach advised he attended , 
the organizational meeting of the President’s Commission to report ^ 
on the assassination of President Kennedy held today* He noted ' 

that the meeting did not get around to the point of discussing the ' 
appointment of Chief Counsel or other staff members. The consensus * 
of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have a 
large number of witnesses to testify before the Commission but 
rather the report submitted by the FBI and other agencies should be i 
fully utilized. In this regard, questions were raised as to the 
evaluation of information furnished by various witnesses, 

Katzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Commission would be ^ 
furnished with background information Including a criminal record/ 
if any, on various persons interviewed. He said be told the ^ ; 

Commission members that this would be highly impractical as ,• j 
obviously the FBI could not conduct a background investigation o® 
every person they interviewed. On the other hand, he noted that if 
the testimony of a particular witness, who had been interviewed by 
the FBI, was inconsistent with other known Information or otherwise 
questioned, then he believed the FBI would honor a Commission reques 
or additional facts on such a witness. It was suggested that once 


received today, he said he was having it review^ by his attorneys 
and he planned to read it himself tonight. It is Katzenbach s 
feeling that unless he notes something of a particularly disabling 
nature, he felt the report should go to the President as prepared 
by the Bureau without any change. He hopes to do this tomorrow 
because obviously the Commission cannot begin any activity until 
they have the report. 


1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr, DeLoach 
1 - Mr, Sullivan ^ 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
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ADDENDUU (AUBrcsh), 12/6/63: . ' 

Mr. Katienbaoh called «e on the night ®* 

;:i?.rtrLr.‘Sh:s,rsrJh“^hra’jSbi!c°?ut:.ent .jouidb.- 

js2?’t*hJ ‘Sjo?? «a fiSJaSrd:‘aS5 :jiJSa"r:be , 

I advised bin we had no opinion on this; that this ® 

the Deoartment: that me had done the Investigation, and mere 
JonuKr" iollo. out leads, and we had given the report , ; 

to the Department. • ’V 

Katzenbach said if me did “ot object he mould go 
mlth his original promise and let high officials of CIA, State 
Ind Secret Service look at this report on the morning of 12/6 e. 

1 told him me had no objection. : 

Katzenbach asked mhether me bad any viems as to how 
report should bo transmitted to the White House or the commission. 
I Jdvlsed him that, here again, the commission hjd “ot 
the FBI for the Investigation; that the President had, and that 
me had done the investigation, prepared the 

to the Department, and it mas up to the Department to ^®cide 
mhat should bo done mlth it. 

Mr. Katzenbach said that If Warren Olney is appointed as_ 
counsel lor the Presidential commission, Katzenbach ; 

try to get an attorney from the Criminal Division in mith the 
commission, so that he mill knom mhat is going on. 

Katzenbach said he mould probably like to get J^^ether 
mith us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss the report, although 
he had very few questions. I told him me mou>d. come over and 
discuss it mlth him at any time he manted. 
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